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et'’s get just one thing clear

- The world famous lily
show at Holland’s Keuke-

nhof has always been and will

continue to be a breachtaking

showease for consumers. Over the

last years, however, the timing of

the show at the beginning of May
has created a bit of a headache for
industry professionals, “Don't get
me wrong'”, stresses co-organiser of
the Dutch Lily Days |
“the Keukenhof Lily Show itself is
just perfect, but w parricipate in the
Open Days —until last year, always
coinciding with the Keukenhof
show - really turned out to be a
daunring rask for hybridisers and
bulb supplicrs.”

You can make only a first impres-
sion once, Being unable to have all

timely in bloom, lily
rs expressed a

breeders and suppl

—_—

growing discontent with the dares
of the annual Open Days.

As it turns out, even under the
perfect conditions of a professional
Dutch greenhouse operarion, where
crops are scheduled from ds
nature cannot always be
Hans explains, “the bulbs of some
groups of Lilium such as Oriental
lilies are harvested in November
and December, The pre cooling
and freezing treatments at the bulb
supplicr take normally 6 o 8 weeks.
As a result some oriental lilies can
not be planted before mid February,
Considering the 100 to 120 d;
needed for forcing, you can imagine
how difficult it was to have all the
loes in Full bloom.”
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The Dutch Lily Days is ser to
become a premier event for anyone
involved in lilies; from hybridisers
and bulb farmers to bulb supplicrs
and cut lily and porced lily growers,
“The Keukenhof Show wil

tinue to address the general public
which will be presented with today's
current commercial v
the Durch Lily Days will also
focus on the latest breeding break:
throughs”, says H
Open Days, for example, offers the
bulb farmer an excellent opportu-
nity to identify his strong and weak
poins as from all lor numbers that
bulb farmers deliver, 30 bulbs are
selected and planted in the testing
greenhouse. With more than 3,200
lot numbers in all sizes of over 500
different varieries, the Open Days
offer a comprehensive overview of
the developments in today’s lily
assortment.”

| con-

rieries, while

“our own

Ohnings has been serving its custom-
ers since the 50s bur concludes
that even after all those years the

perfect lily for forcing doesn't yer

aukenhof 2011

exist. “Just
discover

k the grower and you'll
ere is still a demand for

an improved white oriental or whire
OT lily with more upward facing
fowers. However, when evaluar-

ing the past, we shouldn’t forget
that the lily industry as a whole has
made huge progress when it comes
o shapes, sizes and colours. But
things can always be done berer
and that's exactly what the Dutch
event is all about,”

‘own' lily event, the or-
are vowed 1o a real industry
event, “The Dutch Lily Days is
meant for industry peers only with
a strong focus on product develop.
ment,” says Ha
unique in that the participaring

. "“The event is

companies offer their national and
internarional customers the possibil-
ity to see a broad selection of varie-

ties by visiting different companies.”
With 95% of the lilies originating
from Dutch i}l't'L'lIilli: companies,
Halland is the major indicator of
what is really going on in commer-
cial lily growing and therefore the
organisers expect many Dutch bulb
and Hower growers along
with visitors from across E

".]I‘L'.
bur also from countries such
i 1, Taiwan and North

and South American countries.
behind the
Dhutch Lily Days are: Van den Bos
Flowerbulbs, Bot Flowerbulbs, De
Jong 1 clies, |.i|‘v(:<rn| ny, Mak
Breeding, Marklily, Onings Hol-
land Flowerbulbs, The Originals,
C. Steenvoorden, G.A. Verdegaal,
Gebr. Vietter & Den Haan, VWS
port - Import of Flowerbulbs,
World Breeding, Zabo Plant and
Van Zanten Flowerbulbs.

The fifteen companie

Dhech Lily Days, free entrance, from
My ta 28, 2001

For further inf Aation.
weltsehlilydays.com
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